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It is clear that the most important habitats in the county for rare animals are rivers and streams.  Both
the upper end of the Tar River, and the Flat River and its two branches – North Flat and South Flat,
contain multiple locations for rare mussels, plus the Roanoke bass and the Neuse River waterdog.
So far as known, no rare mussels or other animals have turned up in the Hyco River, though this
might be due to a relative lack of survey work or to a high sediment load in that river.  Mayo Creek
has records for two rare mussels, but no other tributary to the Hyco River has any rare species
records, perhaps owing to blockage of much of these waters by Hyco and Mayo reservoirs.  Thus,
most records of rare aquatic species are limited to the southern half of the county.

Other important habitats, though extremely limited in scale, are natural pools and ponds.  This suite
of natural communities includes Upland Depression Swamp Forests, Upland Pools, Floodplain
Pools, and Piedmont/Mountain Semipermanent Impoundments.  The state-listed four-toed
salamander and mole salamander typically occur in the state only in such places, and the latter is
very rare in the eastern Piedmont and reported from just a single Person County site – a man-made
pool at the edge of a floodplain.  In addition, breeding colonies of great blue herons (Ardea
herodias) are widely scattered, though increasing, in the Piedmont; and the majority of these occur
in ponded areas (such as beaver ponds) where raccoons, foxes, and other mammalian predators have
a somewhat difficult time reaching the nesting trees.  One such heronry is located in a beaver pond
in the Hyco River floodplain.

Person County contains a wide array of wildlife species, thanks to a relatively small human
population for the Piedmont region, and its concentration in the center of the county in the Roxboro
area.  Thus, large animals such as white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), bobcat (Lynx rufus),
river otter (Lontra canadensis), and wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) have considerable land base
for establishment of healthy populations. Most of the breeding birds found in the eastern Piedmont
of the state are present in Person County, owing to extensive forested habitat near rivers and streams.
Early succession species have considerable habitat because extensive clearcuts, forest thinnings, and
powerline corridors produce an array of seral stages from grassland to abandoned fields with pine
seedlings, to dense pine thickets, to middle-aged stands of pines and hardwoods.  Farmlands, with
their pastures, ponds, and hedgerows, provide additional habitat for an array of animal species.


